Twelve reasons for a re-assessment of Reverend Dr. Moon’s Unification Movement and for the lifting of the ban of entrance to the Schengen Immigration Treaty member countries, imposed by the German government

1. The final report of the German government Commission of Enquiry on “So-called Sects and Psychogroups” (1998)

The commission came to the conclusion that “at this moment in time… seen from the point of view of society as a whole, new religious and ideological communities such as the Unification Church and the “psychogroups” represent no danger to the State and society or to the socially relevant sectors”. [1] Eight years on, no new facts have appeared which in any way undermine the validity of this conclusion.

2. No criminal proceedings against the Unification Church or its leadership

Since the founding of the Unification Church over 40 years ago, there have never been any criminal proceedings against the Unification Church or any of its leadership.

3. Unequivocal loyalty to the democratic constitution

For over 40 years the Unification Movement and its members have clearly shown through their behaviour their commitment to the rule of law and loyalty to the State. The accusation of anti-democratic behaviour is a complete fabrication. No other religious community in its primary texts expresses its comitment to democracy and the separation of powers as clearly as the Unification Church. [2]

4. The United Nations urges the German government to exercise more tolerance toward religious minorities

In 1997 the United Nations published a report compiled by Abdelfattah Amor, the Special Reporter to the UN on Human Rights and Religious Freedom. In the report, the German government is urged to “implement an appropriate strategy that is able to halt the intolerance in the areas of religion and faith… the State should take an active role in creating [among its citizens] a consciousness for the values of tolerance and non-discrimination toward religion and faith”. [3]

5. Lifting of the British entrance ban

On 25th October 2005, the government of the United Kingdom lifted the entrance ban which it had imposed on Reverend Moon (independently of the German ban). When asked by the Press on the reason for lifting the ban, the Home Office replied that the reasons (the very same reasons as those put forth by the German government) given originally did no longer apply. The lecture event with Reverend Moon in London was a meaningful contribution to peace among religions and to interreligious dialogue. The speech is publically available.

6. The governments of the USA and Korea lobby for the immediate lifting of the entrance ban

In a diplomatic protest, Colin Powell, representing the US government, requested the German government to lift the entrance ban imposed on Reverend Moon. Reverend Moon has the right of permanent residence in the USA and has lived there for over 30 years without ever having caused a “disturbance of the public order”.[4] The Korean government ordered their embassies in the Schengen countries to investigate the legality of the entrance ban.

7. Well-known public figures from around  the world speak out for the lifting of the entrance ban

Numerous well-known public figures in Germany and abroad cannot comprehend the fears of the German government and have strongly protested about its behaviour through letters to the Federal Ministry of the Interior. Among the representations are those of the former Secretary General of NATO Alexander Haig, former presidents and prime ministers of European and other nations, and from bearers of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany (Bundesverdienstkreuz). [5] By continuing to disregard these international voices, Germany is in danger of damaging its good reputation in standing for human rights.

8. Representatives of the German Lutheran Church, one of the two largest churches in Germany, have spoken out against the entrance ban

Experts of the German Lutheran Church, specialising in world views (Evangelische Zentralstelle für Weltanschauungsfragen), consider the entrance ban imposed on Reverend Moon (who is the only religious leader on the Schengen “black list”) to be excessive. [6]

9. No disturbance of the public order

In autumn 2005, Reverend Moon conducted a speech tour in 120 countries including 13 countries in Europe. During the tour there was not a single case of disturbance of the public order. The text of the speech is publically available and contains nothing that could provide a reason to fear that public safety and order could in the least be endangered. The possibility of the 86 year old religious leader entering Germany for a total of two days to attend a lecture event with invited guests and a meeting with members cannot possibly represent a threat. It cannot seriously be believed that the security of the Republic of Germany would be at risk. Because we have no secrets, we have always offered to allow members of the Federal Secret Service to participate in our events. The text of the speech can already be read now and contains no anti-democratic statements. [7]

10.   Reverend Dr. Moon is committed to dialogue and peace among the world’s peoples

Reverend Dr. Moon does a great deal for peace and understanding among the world’s peoples and for dialogue among cultures and religions. One of the many events he has organized is the Peace Cup in Korea. This is a football competition in which clubs such as PSV Eindhoven and Olympique Lyon have participated. The accomplishments for world peace of the Interreligious and International Federation for World Peace (IIFWP), founded by Reverend Moon, are highly valued by political and religious organizations worldwide; IIFWP has been granted special advisory status to the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). [8]

11.   Peace Initiative for the Middle East

During the last four years IIFWP has organized eighteen pilgrimages to Israel through the Middle East Peace Initiative (MEPI). 12,000 persons have taken part in the pilgrimages, participating in activities for the reconciliation of Jews, Moslems and Christians. [9]

12.   Intercultural marriages as contributions to world peace

The significance of marriage and family as an institution extending beyond the private sphere is demonstrated by the “Holy Marriage Blessing” (popularly known as mass weddings). By encouraging people to create lasting marriages that overcome the barriers of race, religion and nationality, Reverend Moon is making an inestimable contribution to the cause against racial and ethnic strife.
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