Milestones in the German and European Battle to lift the Entry Ban for Dr. and Mrs. Sun Myung Moon and remove their names from the Schengen Information System

Nov. 1995
the entry ban was announced through the press and the names were listed

Nov. 1995
preliminary court injunction was not granted; beginning of the long battle on legal and political levels

Dec. 1997
the UN Special Rapporteur on Religious Liberty publishes a report on Germany, in which he criticizes the restriction of freedom as exemplified by the entry ban of Rev. and Mrs. Moon

Jun. 1998
final report of the “Enquete Commission on So-Called Sects and Psycho-Groups”; the report states that religious minorities are no bigger threat to society than the established churches; it also advises not to use the word “sect” any more, because of its discriminatory nature;

Dec. 1998
first negative decision by the Administrative Court which is being appealed

Jan. 2000
the German UC launches its official website, which becomes the main means of communication with the outside world

Jun. 2000
first European wide and international meeting in German of the so-called “Schengen Committee”

Aug. 2000
Hyun Jin Nim visits Germany at a CARP convention and for the first time was informed about the entry ban; he began to actively support our efforts to lift the ban

Sep. 2000
the Upper Administrative Court decides that the UC church is a genuine religious community and has the right to litigate in the case; the government appeals

Feb. 2001
Spanish Constitutional Court gives UC the same rights and standing as the Catholic Church has

Jun 2001
the Federal Administrative Court rejects the appeal and hands back the case to the Upper Administrative Court for a decision

Oct. 2001
for the first time the “Religious Freedom Report” of the US State Department mentions the entry ban und the heading “Restrictions on Religious Freedom”; from then on it is mentioned each year again;

Dec. 2001
Collin Powell, US Secretary of State, issues a demarche to the German government, requesting not to renew the entry ban

Jun. 2002
the Upper Administrative Court confirms that the UC is a religious body safeguarded by Art. 4 Para 1+2 of the German Constitution, however argues that a visit by the founding couple is not of such significance as to compel the government to allow it to happen in any case; the German UC is not satisfied with this decision and appeals;

Sep. 2002
the German movement organizes a large demonstration (for the first time with European participation) against the entry ban;

Oct. 2002
the book “Focus und the Unification Church” is published by the German church with many scientific articles about the church written by well known professors;

Jun. 2003
Pres. Song, the newly appointed Continental Director for Europe, calls for a European wide meeting on the Schengen issue; the Committee was renamed into “Committee to welcome True Parents”; for the first time, the issue is being dealt with at an European level; there is a great feeling of Europe solidarity to solve the problem;

Oct.2003
the UC of Germany is finally able to file its case with the Constitutional Court, the highest court in Germany; only 10% of all cases filed are actually dealt with by this court;

Jul. 2005
watershed victory in the British Immigration Appeal Court, which calls for the removal of the entry ban to Great Britain;

Oct. 2005
the British Ministry of Interior informs the British UC that it has withdrawn the entry ban;

Mar. 2006
important “European Policy Meeting” in Berlin, dealing exclusively with the Schengen issue

Jun. 2006
German UC publishes its book “10 Years of Entry Ban for the Rev. Dr. Sun Myung Moon and his wife Dr. Hak Ja Han – Time for Reconsideration”; this is being sent to all religious and political leaders, including a large number of parliamentarians

Nov. 2006
the Supreme Court issues its verdict, stating that not the UC and its believes are unconstitutional, but the entry ban for Rev. and Mrs. Moon is unconstitutional; the Upper Administrative Court’s previous decision has been cancelled; it must make a new decision in light of the verdict by the Constitutional Court; the verdict attracts widespread attention with the media;

Dec. 2006
The Brussels Court of Appeal overturns an earlier verdict and calls upon the Belgian government to allow entry for Dr. and Mrs. Moon.

Apr. 2007
New hearing at the Upper Administrative Court of Koblenz.

May 2007
The Upper Administrative Court decides the entry ban to be unlawful and a violation of the German UC’s constitutional right of free religious practice.

June 2007
The Ministry of Interior confirm in a letter to the German Unification Church that Rev. and Mrs. Moon are not longer listed in the Schengen Information System.

