Press Release

of the Unification Church of Germany

Sept. 02, 2002

In Favour of Religious Tolerance and Equal Treatment

Away with the Entry Ban for Rev. and Mrs. Moon

Members and friends of the Unification Church of Germany plan to hold a demonstration and rally on Saturday Sept 7th in Berlin, Germany, to voice their protest and outrage at the continuation of the entry ban against the founders of the Unification Church International, the Rev. Sun Myung Moon and his wife Hak Ja Han Moon. The demonstration starts at 11 am at the plaza between the Reichstag and the Brandenburg Gate, continuing along the street “Unter den Linden” and “Friedrichstraße” and ending at the “Gendarmen Markt”, where the rally will take place starting around 11:50 am. Speakers from Germany and other nations will address the issue of the entry ban.

Since 1995 the government of the Federal Republic of Germany has refused entry to the founders of the religious community, Rev. Moon and his wife. Furthermore the federal government listed Rev. and Mrs. Moon on the so-called Schengen list, thus barring the founding couple from entering any of the member states of the European Union (with the exception of Great Britain and Ireland).

The federal government, represented by its Minister of Interior Otto Schily, tries to justify the entry ban by stating that a visit by the Moons poses “a threat to public order and security”. However it has never been able to verify this accusation. In reality, the Unification Church of Germany was never accused and convicted of any criminal charge during its 35 years of existence. In none of the visits by Rev. and Mrs. Moon to Germany prior to the 1995 entry ban, has the government registered any threat to “public order”.

Rev. and Mrs. Moon have been living in the United States of America for over 30 years. The government of the United States recently declared in an official note to the German government that it cannot comprehend Germany’s fears. Quite to the contrary: the government of the United States appreciates the efforts exerted by the Rev. Moon and his church in the fields of religious dialogue, the practice of tolerance and the elimination of racial barriers.

Members of the Unification Church want to make it clear by way of this demonstration and rally that while the German government claims to abide by the constitutional guarantees of religious freedom and state neutrality in religious affairs, in reality it pursues a policy of ostracizing religious minorities.

Minister of Interior Otto Schily is called upon:

-
to abide with the constitutional right of the free pursuit of religion and lift the entry ban for Rev. and Mrs. Moon

-
to heed the recent verdict by the Supreme Constitutional Court (30.06.2002), which orders the government to stay neutral in religious affairs and abstain from any form of discrimination or defamation of religious minorities

-
to stop refusing to have any dialogue with religious minorities thereby damaging the international reputation of the Federal Republic of Germany (see UN report on Religious Freedom in Germany from 22.12.1997)

-
to practice religious tolerance and equal treatment of religious communities instead of selectively ostracizing and discriminating against them.

Please refer to the press kit at our web-site: www.vereinigungskirche.de for more information.

For more information, please contact:

Fritz Piepenburg

Arbeitskreis für Öffentlichkeitsarbeit

Vereinigungskirche e.V.

Schillerstr. 18

61389 Schmitten

e-mail: info@vereinigungskirche.de

Contents of the Press Kit:

-
press release (German and English)

-
flyer to be handed out during the demo (German and English)

-
pamphlet on Rev. and Mrs. Moon (German)

-
a written analysis and background information of the entry ban (German)

-
summary of the verdict by the Supreme Constitutional Court of Germany from 30.06.2002 (German)

-
summary of the UN Report on Religious Freedom in Germany from 22.12.1997 (German)

-
White Paper on Schengen ban (English)

-
recommended books 

-
photograph of Rev. and Mrs. Moon

