Associaction for Jewish Women in Dresden
Cr. Elek Preußer-Franke, Kipsdorfer Str. 125, 1277 Dresden

Minister of Interior

Dr. Wolfgang Schäuble

Ministry of Interior

Alt-Moabit 101 D

10559 Berlin

Dresden, Dec. 23rd 2005

Dear Mr. Dr. Schäuble,

In my capacity as President of the Association for Jewish Women in Dresden, I would like to convey to you congratulations from our 150 members for being appointed as Minister of Interior of the Federal Republic of Germany.

Our association consists almost entirely of Jewish refugees of German origin, who have come to Dresden together with their families form countries of the former Soviet Union. We appreciate especially all your efforts and support you are offering for the integration of those immigrants. It is our goal and purpose to allow these Jewish citizens to settle down and develop new roots.
Coming from countries of the former Eastern block, we are very happy about the freedom of movement we enjoy in the Federal Republic of Germany. We did not forget our former restrictions, when we wanted to travel to other countries.

Being a citizen of the former GDR, I know very well the restrictions people suffer, who have to live in a custodial state, who forbids its citizens any contact to “western countries”. We were told by the government, whom we should get to know and whom not. The Socialist Party decided what was good for us and what was not good, always eager to protect us from “any wrong influence”. – However what this “wrong influence” consisted of was solely decided by our totalitarian regime (we had no say, whatsoever). For this reason we had no freedom of travel – and today we know, where this has been leading to.

16 years have passed since autumn 1989 and we are very surprised to discover certain parallels in current times. Again we are not allowed to make our own decision on whom to get to know and whom not. Again a custodial state attempts to decide for us, what we should know and what we shouldn’t.
This brings me to another matter of my letter:

We are very surprised by the stand and attitude of the federal government concerning the possible entry of Dr. Rev. Moon and Mrs. Moon into Germany, founders of the Interreligious and International Federation for World Peace. Reasons given for the entry ban include “seeking world dominion” and thus endangering public order and security. However there is no base for this.

In reality the founding couple has the strong desire to foster peace between all people, regardless of their belief or worldview – as is obvious from the name of the organisation.

There is not a single point, which, if properly examined in the light of our existing laws, could be termed as being a breach of our constitution. Unfortunately there do exist bad imputations by few responsible persons in the fields of religion, politics and society about the so-called “Moon-sect”, which, however, in reality is no sect. Instead the teachings of Rev. Moon exalt the basic principles of marriage, family and children. The family as a haven for human development and parental responsibilities are being stressed. The idea of the family being the smallest unit for a peaceful society and resting on faithful parents does meet with the full support of our Federal Government, doesn’t it?
We, members of the Association of Jewish Women in Dresden, write to you not as members of the Interreligious and International Federation.

We are Jews by birth and belief and do not identify with the teachings of  Rev. Moon. Our textbook has been the Tora exclusively for the past thousands of years. However especially we Jews, whose ancestors experienced state persecution in the concentration camps of Hitler and Stalin, become very alert, when we meet with discrimination of a religious minority.

Being citizens of the former GDR and the former Soviet Union, and having lived a life behind “the wall and the iron curtain”, makes us very alert, if we feel human rights are being curtailed, - and this is how we interpret the entry ban for the Moon couple.

Dear Mr. Minister of Interior,

We admire your determination to work for a peaceful and harmonious society on the basis of our values of freedom and democracy. Especially your value preserving attitude, which we as new German citizens cherish, is incompatible with any form of restricting the freedom of information and opinion making. Therefore we appeal to you:

· Do not allow any more that unfounded prejudice continues to exist, obstructing the long due lifting of the entry ban

· Allow us, as mature citizens, to decide for ourselves, if we want to hear the teachings of the founding couple from them personally or not

· Give every citizens of Germany the chance to form his or her own opinion, which is part of our basic rights

· Do not allow any more that the main churches continue to decide for us citizens, what is “right belief” and what is “wrong belief”

One word from you, Dr. Schäuble, is sufficient to bring this type of discrimination to an end. I pray that our common God will guide you and your decision and give you His blessing.

Greetings

Elke Preusser-Franke
