Bundesinnenminister Dr. Wolfgang Schauble
Bundesministerium des Innern
11014 Berlin
Federal Republic of Germany
Fax: 0049-30-2276744
06/07/2006
Dear Dr Schauble,
As leaders of significant faith groups in the United Kingdom we are writing to you about regarding a matter which we regard as of the highest importance. We refer to the listing, on public order grounds, of Reverend and Mrs Moon under the Schengen agreement, whereby they are barred from entry not only Germany but also to most other Schengen nations as well.
This allegation is remarkably similar to that which formed die basis of the exclusion order made against Reverend Moon in 2003 by a former British Home Secretary but which was lifted to enable Reverend and Mrs Moon to hold an event in London on November 5, 2005. Britain's highest immigration court (The Immigration Appeal Tribunal) presided over by one of our most respected judges had found in June 2005 that there was "no sound basis" for the exclusion after our government had conceded that there was in fact no public order threat.
We have come to know the extensive work for world peace of Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Sun Myung Moon, both in the UK and abroad. In these times of violence perpetrated in religion's name we have experienced the extensive inter-religious activity inspired by Rev. Dr. Moon over the last 30 years and its profound impact for peace and reconciliation.
Furthermore we have seen the Judgement of Mr. Justice Ouseley, President of the UK Immigration Appeal Tribunal (July 2005) that clearly states that there was "no solid basis" for the decision of the UK Home Secretary to exclude Rev. Dr. Moon and that had the Tribunal felt it had the power to do so, it would have ordered that Rev Moon be allowed to come to the U.K.
Furthermore, many of us have heard Rev. Dr. Moon speak during the European segment of his worldwide speaking tour or on other occasions. We are not aware of any public order incidents during any of the speeches or visits adverse consequences to anyone from any of the events. This is hardly surprising as much of the speech, freely available on the internet, focuses on the need for public service, volunteerism, peace-making efforts, reconciliation and interfaith dialogue - all activities welcomed by most governments around the world.
In fact, we could hardly help noticing that so many countries visited by Reverend and Mrs Moon on their current lour have received them as highest level state guests, invited them to speak in their Parliament buildings and have provided them with police escorts etc.
Given these facts you will no doubt understand why we are very concerned that the last German government was labouring under grave misapprehensions about Reverend and Mrs. Moon and the movement which he founded, when it listed himself and his wife under the Schengen Treaty. This not only prevented his entry to Germany but also to other "Schengen" nations where he wanted to speak, thereby interfering with the religious freedom of all those who wanted to hear his message.
We would respectfully urge you to remove not only a serious injustice to particular religious leaders and adherents but to prevent the stifling of religious freedom all across Europe, which remains one of our most precious common cultural values. We would respectfully ask you to permit the visit of Mrs Moon to many nations in Europe during her ongoing world speaking tour.
We much appreciate your kind and open minded consideration of this matter.
Yours sincerely,
Delegation Names and Positions:
Most Rev. Father Dr Olu Abiola OBE, Chairman Council of Afro-Caribbean Churches in Britain, Co-Chair, Centre for Black & White Christian Partnership, formerly President Council of Churches in Britain and Ireland
Rev. Professor Paul Badham. Professor of Theology and Religious Studies, University of Wales Lampeter
Rev. Dr. Clinton Bennett, Former Executive Secretary for Inter-Religious Relations. Council of Churches for Britain and Ireland, Research Fellow The University of Birmingham
Rev. Dr. David Hart, Anglican Priest, International Secretary of the World Congress of Faiths
Rev. Brian Hawker, Anglican Vicar, Former Vice Chairman Clinical Theology Association
Dr. Raheem Khan, Muslim Council of Britain, leading member of The Three Faiths Forum. Interfaith Network and the Archbishop of Canterbury Group For Christian-Muslim dialogue.
Lord Tarsem King of West Bromwich, House of Lords
Prof. Ursula King, Professor Emerita Theology and Religious Studies, The University of Bristol
Imam Dr. Abduljalil Sajid, Chairman. Muslim Council for Religious & Racial Harmony, UK
Dr Jagjit Taunque M.B.E. DL, Deputy Lord Lieutenant of the West Midlands
cc: President of the European Commission Manuel Barroso
